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CLAIMS 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1-3, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hsu 
(US 5694468). 

Regarding claim 1, Hsu shows a cellphone holder (10) comprising: 
A body part (14); 
A bottom part (13); 

A locking mechanism (12, see fig. 2) comprising two L-shaped locking elements (121, 
122) having flat surfaces (see 15) for clamping a cellphone solely by means of friction 
between the locking elements (121, 122) and the shell of the phone. 



Regarding claims 2-3, 10, Hsu shows: 

The locking elements comprising clamping surfaces (15), locking surfaces (18, 21) and 
pins (107); 



Application/Control Number: 09/898,630 
Art Unit: 2642 



Page 3 



The clamping surfaces (121, 122) and locking surfaces (18, 21) are thermoplastic 
material; 

Attaching (112) the cellphone to an object. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wijas 
(US 5463688) in view of Hus. 

Regarding claim 1, Wijas shows a cellphone holder (100) comprising: 
A body part (101); 
A bottom part (102); 

A locking mechanism (130, 140) comprising two L-shaped locking elements (130, 140) 
for clamping a cellphone by means of friction between the locking elements (121 , 122) 
and the shell of the phone. 

Wijas differs from the claimed invention in that the two L-shaped locking elements (130, 
140) do not have flat surfaces for clamping a cellphone solely by means of friction. 
However, Hus, in the same field of endeavor, teaches providing two L-shaped locking 
elements (121 , 122) having flat surfaces (see 15) for clamping a cellphone solely by 
means of friction. 
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Hence, although Wijas' clamp has re-enforce features, such as the notches (404), 
however, the concept of clamping the phone onto the holder is well taught by both Wijas 
and Hus. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to use Wijas 
as it is, or to adapt Hus' clamp into Wijas, this simple can be considered as a variation 
of Wijas, because the basic concept of clamping is substantially unchanged, and both 
Wijas and Hus teach substantially a similar clamp. 

Regarding claims 2-10, the combination of Wijas and Hus shows: 

The locking elements (130, 140 in Wijas) comprising clamping surfaces (132), locking 

surfaces (134) and pins (133); 

Two sockets (126), a release spring (175), two leaf springs (181, 182); 
Attaching (113) the phone to an object; 

The clamping surfaces (132) and locking surfaces (134) are thermoplastic material; 
Two release pushers (162, 163); 
A locking frame (150); 
Locking claws (157, 158); 
The button (162, 163); 

An arm portion and a pushing (161, 168), and a fork (165); 

The locking frame (150) comprising two parallel parts (154), a swing axle (156), two 
spring counterparts (155). 
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ARGUMENT 



5. In response to the remarks (pages 5-8), applicant mainly argues that claim 1 is 
now claiming "the locking mechanism comprising two L-shaped locking elements 
having flat surfaces for clamping a cellphone solely by means of friction between the 
locking elements and the shell of the phone", and claim 1 is not anticipated by 
Humphreys and Wijas. The examiner agrees with applicant. The 102 rejections under 
Humphreys and Wijas have been withdrawn. The above argument is now answered by 
the rejections above, see comments above. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack Chiang whose telephone number is 703-305-4728. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. from 8:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 703-305-4731. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). y\ 




Ja^K Chiang 
Primary ExaTniner 
Art Unit 2642 



